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Behavioral Health Professional Working Group

Meeting Minutes

October 7, 2010





In attendance:



		LA State Board of Examiners of Psychologists

		Joseph E. Comaty, Ph.D, M.P.



		

		Tony R. Young, Ph.D.



		LA Licensed Professional Counselors Board of Examiners

		Gloria Bockrath, Ph.D., LPC, LMFT



		

		June M. Williams, Ph.D., LPC, LMFT (Phone)



		LA Counselors Association

		Michael H. Gootee, LPC, LMFT



		

		Cindy Nardini, LPC, LMFT



		LA Psychological Association

		Jessica Brown, Ph.D.



		

		Darla M.R. Burnett, Ph.D., M.P.



		LA State Board of Social Work Examiners

		Jacqueline Shellington, LCSW



		LA State Board of Medical Examiners

		



		Public

		Donald Hidalgo



		

		Marolon Mangham









1. Review of Minutes from 9.16.10

a. Minutes approved with corrections.



2. Approval of agenda.



3. Dr. Comaty reviewed the evolution of the laws governing the practice of LPCs (see Attachments 1-4).  LPCs were established as a licensed profession by the LA State Legislature in 1987.  Statutory language to permit diagnosis was only added in 1999.  The discussion continued among the group about authority to diagnose and the disagreement between the groups on the scope of diagnosis.  LPCs do not believe that every specific item of every activity and function in a profession’s scope of practice is specifically stated in a statute. LPCs believe it is a typical process that when something that was understood to be authorized by a professional scope of practice statute is challenged, then legislation to further clarify the scope of practice is pursued.  This is what LPCs state they are doing in this case regarding diagnosis.  LPCs disagree with the psychologists’ position, expressed by Dr. Comaty, that every item of a professions scope of practice needs to be specifically stated, or it is not allowed..  The representatives of psychology expressed their understanding from verbal reports of attendees and transcripts of various legislative committee hearings that the scope of diagnosis granted in 1999 was limited to only certain categories in the DSM.  The representatives of the counselors expressed their understanding from reports from colleagues at those same legislative committee hearings that they were granted full diagnostic scope.  The group examined the difference in the language permitting diagnosis in the SW practice act (“----diagnosis, and treatment of mental, emotional, and behavioral and addiction disorders.”) and the psychology practice act (“----diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional disorder or disability, alcoholism and substance abuse, and of the psychological aspects of physical illness, accident, injury, or disability-----“) vs. the LPC practice act (“----diagnosis and treatment of conditions or disorders requiring mental health counseling as defined in R.S. 37:1103(4)(a).”  R.S. 37:1103(4)(a): “"Mental health counseling", which means assisting an individual or group, through psychotherapy and the counseling relationship, to develop an understanding of personal problems, to define goals, and to plan actions reflecting his or their interests, abilities, aptitudes, and needs as these are related to personal and social concerns, educational progress, and occupations and careers.”).  The group discussed their differences in understanding of the intent of the groups and the legislature around the issue of diagnosis.  There was also discussion of the difference in training among the disciplines particularly as it pertains to courses that would be necessary to support an argument for competence to diagnose.  The group discussed what they believed to be national perspective on states’ laws authorizing the practice of counseling.  In addition to academic training and supervision, the group discussed the need to establish competence and how that is accomplished by the LSBEP.



4. The representatives of psychology and LPCs agreed to bring to the table at the next meeting proposals for reaching consensus on how to reach the goals of SCR 100.  



5. Agenda for next meeting (10.29.10):

a. Next steps in moving forward to meet goals of SCR 100;

b. Next meeting

Meeting adjourned at 4 PM.







Respectfully submitted:
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Joseph E. Comaty, Ph.D., M.P.
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Act 891 


ably contribute to the attainment of a specific goal. 
B. At such time that the depa rtment obtains sufficient 


information to meet the conditions in Subsection A for 
requiring commercial fishermen in Lou isiana waters to 
use turtle exclusion devices, th'e department shall prom
ulgate rules and regulations to require such devices. 
Any rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to this 
Section shall be subject to the Administrative Proce
dure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq. 


Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signa
tUre by the governor or, if not signed by the governor, 
upon expiration of the time for bills to become law with
out signature by the governor, as provided in Article III, 
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. 


Approved by the Governor, July 20,1987. 
Published in the Official Journal of the State: 


August 19, 1987. 
A tru e copy: 


James H. "Jim" Drown 
Secretary of State 


ACT No. 892 


HOUSE BILL NO. 199 
BY MESSRS. JACKSON AND BORNE, AND MRS. 


LOWENTHAL AND SENATOR BAGNERIS 
AN ACT 


To enact Chapter 13 of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 37: 11 0 1 
through 1115 . and to enact R.S. 36:259(U) . and to 
amend and reenact R.S. I3:3734(AXI), relative to the 
practice of mental health counseling, to provide for 
the licensing of mental health counselors: to create 
the Louisiana Licensed Professional Counselors 
Board of Examiners in the Department of Health and 
Human Resources, to provide for board membership. 
terms of office, powers, duties. and for a report to the 
governor: to provide for various fees and require-
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ments: to provide for requirements for licensure, for 
licensure without examination, for renewal of li. 
censes, and for reciprocity; to provide relative to vio
lations, revocation of licenses, and penalties: to pro
vide relative to examination of mental health 
counselors or employees: to provide for privileged 
communication: to provide exclusions to licensure re
quirements, and to provide for related matters. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 
Section l. Chapter 13 of Title 37 of the Louisiana 


Revised Statutes of 1950. to be comprised of R.S. 37: 11 01 
through 1115, is hereby enacted to read as follows: 


CHAPTER 13. MENTAL HEA LTH COUNSELORS 
§llOl. Short title 
This Chapter shall be known and may be cited as the 


Louisiana Mental Health Counselor Licensing Act. 
§ll02. Statement of purpose 
It is declared to be the policy of this state that activi


ties of those persons who render service to the public in 
the mental health counseling area and use the title "li
censed professional counselor" should be regulated for 
the protection of public health , safety, and welfare. 
Therefore, it is the purpose of this Chapter to provide for 
the regulation of the practice of mental health counsel
ing in the state of Louisiana and to provide for the regu
lation of the use of the title "licensed professiona l coun
selor". 


§lI03. Definitions 
(1 ) " Board" means the Louisiana Licensed Profes. 


sional Counselors Board of Examiners. 
(2) "Licensed professional counselor" means any per


son who holds himself out to the public for a fee or other 
personal gain, by any title or description of services in
corporating the words " licensed professional coun
selor" or any similar term. and who offers to render pro
feSSional mental health counseling services denoting a 
client-counselor relationship in which the counselor as
sumes responsibility for knowledge. skill , and ethical 
considerations needed to assist individuals, groups. or-
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Act 892 


ganizations, or the genera l public, and who implies that 
he is licensed to practice mental hea lth counseling pur
suant to this Chapter. 


(3) "Menta l health counseling services" mea ns those 
acts and behaviors coming within the "practice of men
tal health counseling" as defined in this Chapter. How
ever, nothing in this Chapter sha ll be construed to au
thorize any person licensed hereunder to administer or 
interpret psychologica l testsorengage in the practice of 
psychology in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 
'''''52(5). 


(4) "Practice of mental health counseling" means ren
dering or offeri ng to individ uals, groups, organizations, 
or the general public any service involving the a pplica
tion of principles, methods, or procedures of the mental 
health counseling profession which include but are not 
limited to: 


(a) "Mental hea llh counseling", which means assist
ing an indi vidual or group, through the counseling rela
tionship, to develop a n understanding of personal prob
lems, to define goals, and to pla n actions reflecting his 
or their interests, abilities, aptitudes, and needs as these 
are related to personal and social concerns, educational 
progress, and occupations and ca reers. 


(b) "Consulting", which means interpreting or report
ing scientifi c fact or theory to provide assistance in solv
ing current or potential problems of individuals, groups, 
or organizations. 


(c) "Referral activities", which means the evaluating 
of data to identify problems and to determine the advis
ability of referral to other specialists. 


(d) "Resea rch activities", which means reporting, de
signing, conducting, or consulting on research in coun
seling with human subjects. 


§1l04. Louisiana Licensed Professional Counselors 
Board of Exa miners 


A. There is hereby created in the Department of 
Health and Human Resources the Louisiana Licensed 
Professional Counselors Board of Examiners, herea fter 
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referred to as the " board", consisting of five members, 
who shall be residents of the state of Louisia na . The 
members sha ll be a ppoi nted by the governor as speci
fied in this Section within sixty days alter the effective 
da te of th is Chapter to serve the fo llowing terms: one 
member for a term of tw o years, two members for 
terms of three years, and two members for terms of four 
yea rs. Thereafter, each term sha ll be for four years. 
Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to 
the Senate for confirmation. 


S. The membership of the boa rd shall consist of two li
censed professional counselors. two educa tors whose 
funct ion is the training of mental health counselors in 
accredited programs, and one individua l from the pub
lic at large. The ori ginal professional membership of the 
board shall be qualified to be licensed under this Chap
ter, except that the initial professional members shall 
be persons who have rendered mental health counseling 
for at least three years, or who have been training men
tal health counselors in accred ited programs for at least 
three years. Within thirty days after the effective date 
of this Chapter, the executive committee of the Louisi
ana Association fo r Counseling and Development shall 
submit to the governor a list of qualified candidates for 
the board. The li st shall contain the names of at least 
fi ve qualified mental health counselor educators, six in
dividuals who are qualified to be licensed professiona l 
counselors, and live citizens from the public at large. 
The board shall perform such duties and exercise such 
powers as this Chapter prescribes and confers upon it. 
No member of the board shall be liable in any civil ac
tion for any act performed in good faith in the execution 
of his duties under this Chapter. 


C. No board member sha ll serve more than two full 
consecut ive terms. Subsequent appOintments to the 
board sha ll be made in the ma nner of the origina l ap
pointments, includ ing the submission of a Jist of qua li
fi ed candidates by the executive committee of the Loui
siana Association for Counseling and Development. Any 
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'of an observer on each boat participating in the special bait 
season. All menhaden caught during this season will be sold 
for bait. 


Approved by the Governor, June 30, 1989. 
Published in the Official Journal of the State: 


July 26, 1989. 
A t l'ue copy: 


W. Fox McKeithen 
Secl'etm'y of State 


ACT No. 415 


HOUSE BILL NO. 44 7 
BY REPRESENTATIVE JACKSON 


AN ACT 
To amend and reenact the introductory paragraph of RS. 


37:1103(4), relative to the practice of mental health coun
seling, to provide relative to the definition of the practice 
of mental health counseling for purposes of provisions 
regulatmg such practice, and to provide for related mat
ters. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 
Section I. The introductory paragraph of RS. 37:1103(4) 


is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows: 
§1103. Definitions 


• • • 
(4) "Practice of mental health counseling" means render


ing or offering to individuals, groups, organizations, or the 
general public by a licensed professional counselor, any 
ser~ice consistent with his professional training as pre
SCribed by RS. 37:1107(A)(8), and code of ethics/ behavior 
involving the application of principles, methods, or proce
dures of the mental health counseling profession which in
clude but are not limited to: 


• • • 
Approved by the Governor, June 30, 1989. 
Published in t he Official Journal of the State: 


July 26,1989. 
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A tl'ue copy: 
W. Fox McKeithen 


Secl'etal'Y of State 


ACi 


HOUSE . 
BY REPRESENTATIVES 


A 
To amend and reenact RS 


eration of motor vehicle~ 
drive a motor vehicle in 
er's license, and to proYi 


Be it enacted by the Legisl 
Section I. R.S. 32:412( 


reenacted to read as follo~ 
§412. Amount of fees; du 


of funds 
• 


B. 
• 


(2) Each initial license is> 
sary of the birthday of the 
date of five years, but not 
months, subsequent to th, 
sooner revoked, cancelled, ' 
fol for any person to drive 
street, road, or highway of 
er's license. 


• 
Approved by the Governt 
Published in t he Offici a 


July 26, 1989. 
A t rue copy: 


W. Fox McKeithen 
Secl'etal'Y of State 
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ACf No. 544 


SENATE BILL NO. 770 
BY SENATOR LANDRY 


AN ACT 
To amend and reenact R.S. 37:1103(3) and to enact R.S. 


37:1103(4)(e) and II07(E), relative to the Louisiana Men
tal Health Counselor Licensing Act; to redefine the terms 
"mental health counseling services" and "practice of 
mental health counseling"; to define "appraisal"; and to 
provide for related matters. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 
Section I. R.S. 37:1103(3) is hereby amended and reenact


ed and R.S. 37:1103(4)(e) and 1107(E) are hereby enacted to 
read as follows: 


§1103. Definitions 
• • • 


(3) "Mental health counseling services" means those acts 
and behaviors coming within the practice of mental health 
counseling as defined in this Chapter. However, nothing in 
this Chapter shall be construed to authorize any person li
censed hereunder to administer or interpret tests in accor
dance with the provisions of RS. 37:2352(5), except as pro
vided by Title 46, Part LXIJI, Chapter 17, Section 1702(E) of 
the Louisiana Administrative Code, or engage in the prac
tice of psychology. 


(4) "Practice of mental health counseling" means render
ing or offering to individuals, groups, organizat iOns, or the 
general public by a licensed professional counselor, any 
service consis tent with his professional t ra ining as pre
scribed by R.S. 37:1107(AX8), and code of ethics/ behavior 
involving the application of principles, methods, or pr~ 
dures of the mental health counseling profession which in


clude but are not limited to: 
• • • 


(e) "Appraisal", which means the use or administration 
of tests of language, educational and achievement tests, 
adaptive behavioral tests, and symptoms ~c!~ni~g check
lists or instruments, as well as tests of abilities, IOterests, 
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~nd apti tudes for the purpose of counseling persons in cop
Ing with or adapting to, changing lifesiluations that are due 
to problems in living. 


• • • 
E .(I ) A licensed profeSsional counselor engaging in the 


appraisa l of individuals shall furnish satisfactory evidence 
of formal graduate training in statistics, sampling theory, 
tes t const ruction , test and measurements and individ ua l 
differences. Formal training sha ll include a practicum and 
supervised practice with appraisal instruments. 


(2) Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as authoriz
ing persons licensed herein to use appraisal instruments, 
devices, or procedures for the purpose of treatment plan
ning, diagnosis, classification, or description of mental and 
emotional disorders and disabilities, or of disorders of per
sonality or behavior, which are outside the scope of this 
Chapter. 


Approved by the Governor, June 10, 1993. 
Publis hed in the Official Journal of the State: 


July 13, 1993. 
A tl'lle copy: 


W. Fox McKeithe n 
Secretary of St..'lte 


ACT No. 545 


SENATE BILL NO. 776 
BY SENATOR LANDRY 


AN ACT 
To amend and reenact R.S. 37:3443(3Xc), relative to reha


bilitation counselors; to clarify the term "vocational re
habilitation services" as it relates to the practice of reha
bilitation counseling by defining the term "vocational 
assessment"; and to provide for related matters. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 
Section 1. R.S. 37:3443(3)(c) is hereby amended and 


reenacted to read as follows; 
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Section 1. RS. 56:259(C) is hereby amended and reenacted to read 
as follows: 


§259. Open season; method of taking animals; prohibited devices; 
possession and sale of skins 


• • • 
c.rn Nongame furbearing Quadrupeds may be taken in the open 


trapping season, but only by properly licensed trappers, and only by 
means of a trap. ~ Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this 
Subsection. the use of dogs or of guns or other firearms, bows and 
arrows, gigs, spears, pitchforks, or other weapons or any like devices 
in hunting and taking nongame Quadrupeds, or the use of explosives, 
chemicals, and smokes of any kind to drive furbearing Quadrupeds out 
of their holes, dens, or houses is prohibited. Raccoons and opossums 
may be taken for sport as provided for in RS. 56:116.1 and nutria in 
open season may be taken additionally by the use of a standard .22 cal
iber rimfire rifle only between the hours of sunrise and sunset. This 
Subsection does not apply to the methods or means by which alliga
tors may be taken. 


R.S. 56i259lC)(2) is all proposed new law. 
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law to the contrary, 


dogs may be used during the takiflg of nutria between the hours of 
sunrise and sunset, except during deer season where still hunting only 
is allowed and during turkey nesting season as determined by the 
commission. 


• • • 
Approved by the Governor, June 9, 1999. 
Published in the Official Journal of the State: June 28, 1999. 


A true copy: 
W. Fox McKeithen 


Secretary of State 


ACT No. 72 


SENATE BILL NO. 512 
BY SENATORS CRAVINS AND LANDRY AND REPRESENTATIVE 


MURRAY 
AN ACT 


To amend and reenact RS. 37:1103(3) and 1107(0), relative to the 
Louisiana Mental Health Counselor Licensing Act; to revise the def· 
inition of "mental health counseling services"; to provide require
ments for the renewal of a license by a licensed professional coun· 
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selor; and to provide for related matters. 
Be it e nacted by the legislature of Louisiana: 


Section 1. RS. 37: 1103(3) and 1107(D) are hereby amended and 
reenacted to read as follows: 


§1103. Definitions 
• • • 


(3) "Mental heailh counseling services" means UlOse acts and 
behaviors coming within the practice of mental healUl counseling as 
defined in this Chapter. includine: the diagnosis and trf'3tment of 
conditions or disorders rcoujrine: mental health counseling as 
defined in R.S. 37; 11 03(4)(8). However, nothing in this Chapter 
shall be construed to authorize any person licensed hereunder to 
ad minister or interpret tests in accordance with the provisions of R S. 
37:2352(5), except as provided by TiUe 46, Part LXIII, Chapter 17, 
Section 1702(E) of the Louisiana Administrative Code, or engage in 
the practice of psychology or to prescribe. either orally or in writ· 
ing. distribyte. dispense. or administer any medjcations. 


• • • 
§1107. Requirement'S for licensed professional counselor; renewal 


of license 
• • • 


O. A licensed professional counselor shall renew his license every 
two years in the month of j une by meeting the requ irement that tweft.. 
~....f2l:.ty clock hours of continuing education be obtained prior to 
each renewal date every two years in an area of professional mental 
health counseling as approved by the board and by paying a renewal 
fce. The chairman shall issue a document renewing th e license for a 
term of two years. The license of any mental health counselor who 
fail s to have his license renewed biannually during the month of june 
shall lapse; however, the failure to renew said license shall not deprive 
said counselor of the right of renewal thereafter. A lapsed license may 
be renewed within a period of two years after the expired renewal date 
upon payment of all fees in arrears and presentation of evidence of 
completion of the continuing education requirement. Application for 
renewal after two years from the date of expiration will not be consid
ered for renewal; the individual must apply under the current licen· 
sure guidelines. 


• • • 
Approved by the Governor, June 9, 1999. 
Published in the Official journal of the State: june 28, 1999. 


A true copy: 
W. Fox McKeithen 


Secretary of State 


820 


J 


SENP 
BY SEN, 


To repeal R S. 56:25 1 (A)(2) 
nonresident alligator hun 


Be it enacted by the legisla' 
Section 1. RS. 56:251(A) I 
Approved by the Govern· 
Published in the Official 


A true copy: 
W. Fox McKeithen 


Secretary of State 


SEt 
BY : 


To enact RS. 32:863.2(A 
require notification of I 
circumstances; and to I 


Be it enacted by the Lcgi~ 
Section 1. R S. 32:863.2 
§863.2. Notification of 


penalties 
A. 
R.S. 32;863.2(A)(6) 
(6) If any cancellation 


occurs as a result of the r· 
motor vehicle on which U 
secretary of the cancellat 
and the insured shall nol 
failure to maintain the se 


Approved by the GOVI 
Published in Ule Offic 


A (rue copy: 
W. Fox McKeithen 


Secretary of State 
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